BOK TOWER ON  IRON MOUNTAIN IN LAKE WALES
Located on the highest spot on the peninsular of Florida (Iron Mountain 287-feet), BOK TOWER was the dream of Ladies Home Journal editor and Pulitzer prize winning author EDWARD BOK.  The publisher loved the Central Florida Highlands and wanted to develop a beautiful setting of peace and understanding, where generations of Americans could enjoy the beauty of nature.
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Must see highlight

1. River of Stone
See unique seasonal plant displays.

2. Dedication Plaque

3. Reflection Pool
View a mirror reflection of the Singing Tower.

4. White Garden
5. Horseshoe Garden

6. Singing Tower

Made of pink marble and coquina, the
205-foot tall Singing Tower houses the 60-bell
carillon. Sustainer level members and above
are eligible to tour the Founder’s Room on
the grand first floor offered throughout the
year.

7. Great Lawn
‘This natural amphitheater is the venue for
large outdoor concerts.

8. Live Oak Grove

These stately oaks were planted when the
Gardens began. Distant vistas overlook
rolling hills of citrus trees.
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9. Peace Lantern

This Japanese stone lantern was a gift to the
Gardens as a tribute to Edward Bok to reflect
his interest in world peace, symbolized by
the dove carvings.

10. Concert Viewing Area
View the carillonneur’s performance at
1& 3 p.m. daily. (Seasonal)

11. Exedra & Sunset Overlook
The marble Exedra was a gift to Edward Bok
from friends. This sunset view inspired Mr.
Bok’s dream of the Gardens during his visits
to Iron Mountain. At the elevation of 298 feet,
this is one of the highest points in peninsular
Florida.

12. St. Francis Garden

13. Pinewood Estate
Step back in time to a luxurious 1930s
lifestyle as you tour this 20-room
Mediterranean-style mansion.

14. Endangered Plant Garden
Adisplay of rare Florida native plants, this
garden showcases the Gardens’ work as a
Center for Plant Conservation.
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15. Window by the Pond
Wildlife can be viewed and studied in this
natural habitat.

16. Pine Ridge Preserve Nature Trail
Start a % mile walk through the native
longleaf pine-turkey oak habitat.

17. The Knoll
Distant vistas seen here include a restored
longleaf pine forest.

Visitor Guidelines

- Please do ot feed the squirrels

- Smoking is permitted in the parking lot only.

- Picnicking is allowed in designated areas located
around the parking area. The use of the fixed grillsis
permitted

- Only guide-dogs are allowed in the Gardens. A pet
pen'is available at the Tower & Garden Gift Shop.

- Shoes and shirts are required.

- Photography for personal use only is allowed.
Advance permission is required for all wedding,
portrait and commercial photography & filming on
property.

- Games and sports are not permitted on property.

- Bicycles and personal golf carts are permitted in the
parking area only.




When President Calvin Coolidge dedicated the mountain landscaped by the genius of Frederick Law Olmsted Junior, the focal point of the park was the 205-foot BOK TOWER, a 5,500 ton tower protected by 160 concrete pilings hammered 24 feet into the ground and reinforced by a 150-foot coquina rock base.   The entire feast for the eyes is coated with pink Georgia marble.
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The Tower contains several floors inside and a huge organ that can be heard across the mountain and valley.  At the summit is an English water moat and swam-filled lake as well as a large field with park benches.
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Bok also developed Iron Mountain with its luxurious winter houses for Bok’s Northern friends and others.  PINEWOOD ESTATE, the home of Midwestern industrialist C. Austin Buck, is also open to visitors and is at its best when famous designers decorate each room for Christmas.
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BOK TOWER is one of the great American estate gardens with a location unique in all of Florida.
